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Welcome to the 2016 SIMS Roadmap 
 

For over 30 years, SIMS has been passionate 
about supporting schools in realising the 
potential of their MIS data, supporting the key 
decisions about their pupils to help in driving 
real change and providing the evidence to 
demonstrate success. Over the course of 2015, 
the improvements we have delivered in SIMS 
have supported this ethos. 

Throughout 2015, we focused on ensuring that 
the SIMS system could do much of this analysis 
for schools ‘out of the box’, to reduce the 
burden on users having to configure SIMS to get 
standard information out of the system. 
However, this does not take away the power 
from users who still want to configure and 
create advanced reporting. 

2015 also saw a lot of changes to the curriculum 
and the world of assessment, moving away from 
levels and with new GCSE gradings being 
introduced. We have worked closely with 
schools in building a nationally accepted 
solution for the world of Assessment Without 
Levels (AWoL). Our Programmes of Study 
solution meets the needs of Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 ‘out of the box’ and we also extended 
this solution to work for Key Stage 3 and Key 
Stage 4. 2016 is no different; we will continue to 
support schools in defining their curriculum, and 
enable them to measure performance easily by 
delivering standardised Assessment resources, 
as well as enabling schools to customise the 
Assessment Without Levels. 

The SIMS Product Roadmap has three main 
priorities for 2016: 

• Presentation of evidence – our goal is to 
ensure that schools have the ability to 
evidence performance, to show where they 
have intervened and the success of these 
interventions. In a recent statement, Ofsted 
confirmed that they will be looking for 
evidence and asking schools to justify spend 

on pupil interventions (especially on Pupil 
Premium and other social interventions), 
and for the school to demonstrate that the 
funds have been well spent. As education 
budgets continue to be under pressure, 
schools also need to review their own 
spending and make changes accordingly. For 
Independent schools, the presentation of 
evidence will be equally important because 
ISI will also be looking for evidence 
recording as well as the monitoring of 
pastoral care. 

• User experience - users are changing the 
way they use and engage with technology; 
we are looking to create solutions where 
there is a minimal training requirement, 
systems are intuitive, easy to use and 
modern, and make use of the latest devices 
available to schools. 

• Intelligent reporting – providing teachers 
with data enables them to make informed 
decisions about their teaching methods and 
how their pupils learn. Schools want to 
explore and use their data in a modern way 
- being able to ‘run a report’ is not enough 
anymore. We are looking to push 
‘intelligent’ data to the user, identifying 
trends to answer questions that have not 
yet been asked, and delivering this 
information anywhere and at any time, so 
SMT can access this information on the go. 

Some of the key developments over the course 
of 2016/17 are described in the following 
section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

3 

*New* Analysis Tool 

Within SIMS, there is a raft of information 
stored that is useful to people across the school 
from SLT to teachers, parents and governors. 
The reason we are developing a new analysis 
tool is to meet the changing needs of our 
customers. At the moment, you can report 
easily on the information stored in SIMS and 
analyse this information. However, we are 
looking to develop ways that will enable the 
data to inform you directly. Rather than having 
to search or run a report for analysis, we are 
planning to ‘push’ data to our users, making 
suggestions based on trends, ensuring that the 
school is aware of issues arising before it 
becomes a problem. Using SIMS Schools 
Intelligence, data will inform users and answer 
questions that may not have even been asked 
yet.  

*New* Interventions 

Currently within SIMS, the Assessment package 
enables you to measure and understand pupil 
progress with regards to the curriculum you are 
delivering as a school, and to see where pupils 
are underperforming and are in need of some 
form of intervention. In 2016, one of our key 
aims is to build a solution that enables you to 
record and track these interventions; you will be 
able to set targets, understand where the child is 
via SIMS Assessment and set interventions 
around multiple areas (e.g. attendance, 
performance, behaviour, SEN, boosting grades 
and building confidence) to ensure that you are 
achieving value for money from the intervention 
and to understand how your Pupil Premium 
money is being spent. 

Once you have put these interventions in place 
for that cohort of children, you will then be able 
to measure the success of the interventions - 
not just how successful it was for that particular 
child, but for the whole school because you will 
understand how much the interventions cost 

and if the cost was worth the increase in 
performance in those children.  

The main benefit to schools will be the ability to 
communicate to governors, inspectorates, etc. 
exactly where money has been spent, and to 
learn lessons about where this has worked best. 
For pupils who need an ongoing interventions 
strategy (e.g. children with dyslexia, special 
needs, etc.), you can record how much this is 
costing the school and ensure that the return on 
your investment is maximised, monitoring 
against your own objectives, whether it is 
childrens’ performance or targeting resources. 

Continued Development of the Teacher App 

In 2015, we delivered the first release of the 
SIMS Teacher app, which works across iOS, 
Windows and Android. The purpose of the 
Teacher app was to ensure that teachers have 
access to the key tools they require on a mobile 
device, due mostly to the fact that people now 
use different devices in their everyday lives. We 
created a new look and feel while taking away 
some of the complexities of full client SIMS. We 
are continuing to work closely with teachers 
around the tools they need, and we will 
continue to deliver other functionality and 
processes that support the way teachers work in 
the classroom. Our goal is to produce an app 
that is both easy to access and easy to use, with 
no training required, enabling teachers to focus 
on teaching and learning. 

Refresh of the Parental Engagement Solution 

For several years, we have offered a solution for 
schools to communicate with parents to 
encourage more effective engagement in their 
childrens’ learning (SIMS Learning Gateway). 
However, as with the Teacher app, the way 
parents use and consume information and 
technology has changed dramatically. We have 
decided to refresh the current solution, taking 
into consideration the valuable feedback 
received from our customer base, to ensure that 
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we are providing an intuitive, market-leading 
Parental Engagement solution that supports 
school policy and enables parents to access 
additional information. 

*New* Exams & Options Solutions 

In 2017, we will start to refresh Examinations 
Organiser to reflect the ongoing work with the 
JCQ, with regards to building a solution that 
allows for the easy transfer of data between 
Awarding Organisations and SIMS. These 
changes will ensure the delivery of better quality 
information and facilitate Exams Officers in 
their important processes relating to the 
submission of entries, importing of results and 
analysing results. At the same time, Exams 
Officers will have a greater level of information 
regarding the product catalogues. In addition to 
the work with A2C, we will also develop our own 
Exams solution as next generation software. We 
have taken into account change requests (e.g. 
Seating Planner, Result Analysis, etc.) to make 
sure it meets the current and future needs of our 
schools.  

Similarly, with Options, we are taking into 
account the way schools undertake their 
Options activity and what can be selected; we 
are looking to create a front end for parents and 
students so that they can select options online, 
which will improve efficiency and modernise the 
Options process. 

We will also enhance the analysis of this 
information to show the school the effect of the 
courses selected and the likely outcome of 
Progress 8 for that cohort of students on the 
school. 

*New* Groups of Schools, Including Multi-
Academy Trusts (MATs) 

There is a rising number of groups of schools and 
with the introduction of the Academies 
programme, our customers are more diverse 
than ever. These groups range from Local 

Authority Maintained schools and Free schools, 
Academies and Multi-Academy Trusts (MATs) to 
Teaching Alliances and groups of Independent 
and International schools. Our customers have a 
diverse range of analysis requirements, so what 
we need to do as an MIS provider is meet those 
needs within SIMS. We have undertaken a 
programme of work to consult with this wide-
ranging customer base throughout 2015. 
Consequently, we are planning to create 
solutions that meet the needs of groups of 
schools, and the Head organisations of those 
groups of schools. The priority here is to ensure 
that information and analyses can be shared to 
allow informed and targeted decisions to be 
made by the Head organisation of school 
groups.  

Change Requests and Continued 
Development of the SIMS Solution 

As with previous years, we will continue to listen 
to our customers and deliver a significant 
number of change requests across the system, 
ensuring that we continue to meet the needs of 
our schools to make better use of the data held 
in SIMS. We will continue our commitment to 
delivering a comprehensive solution for schools, 
so that they can continue to meet their 
statutory obligations. We will also continue to 
take into account the fact that different 
countries have different requirements and we 
will ensure that SIMS is the single, 
comprehensive solution for schools. 

The following pages outline the roadmap 
throughout 2016 in more detail. As with last 
year, we will update the roadmap as the content 
of each release becomes more definite. The 
most up-to-date version of the Product 
Roadmap will always be available on My 
Account (https://myaccount.capita-cs.co.uk). 

Nick Finnemore 
Head of Product Management 

 

 

https://myaccount.capita-cs.co.uk/
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Quick Reference - Spring 2016

Please note that Agora and the Teacher app do not form part of the SIMS 2016 Spring Release; these 
products are released separately. 
For full details of the content of the SIMS 2016 SIMS Release, please refer to the appropriate release 
note on the SIMS Documentation Centre (http://simspublications.com/747571/index.html). 

Assessment 
• New KS1 and KS2 statutory reporting 

updates. 
• Northern Ireland statutory updates. 
• Wales NNT and NRT statutory updates. 
• Phonics and EYFS statutory updates 

(schools in England). 
• Programme of Study customisation of 

statements. 
• Programme of Study ability to add in 

statements. 
• Programme of Study narrative style 

reporting. 
• Inclusion of exam aspects in the Mapping 

Tool to support new KS4 resource reports. 
• Partner enhancements with Learning 

Ladders. 
• Areas of Learning Statements added to 

Foundation Phase LnF (schools in Wales). 

Exams 
• Updates to performance reports to keep in 

line with current government requirements. 
• Ability to enter external results, including 

the QCA code. 

Fees Billing 
• Enhancements to the email functionality to 

include cloud-based email accounts. These 
include Office 365 and Gmail. 

• Ability to refund credit balances via BACS. 
• Reporting enhancements as requested by 

the Fees Steering Group. 
 

FMS/Resources 
Spring is traditionally the statutory release for 
FMS and we will include updates for: 
• CFR 2015/2016. 
• National Insurance 2016. 
• National Insurance under 25 apprentices. 
• Calculation of one off payments in salary 

projections. 
• Section 16 report. 

Interventions 
• Start of work on Interventions, to include 

the basic ability to record information and 
some predefined reports. 

Personnel 
• Ability to record apprentices. This supports 

the calculation of employer National 
Insurance contributions for FMS in Spring 
2015. 

Reporting 
• Ability to re-assign report ownership, 

enabling their editing/deletion. 
• Pupil Premium available as an additional 

data field on Student List reports. 

SIMS Core – Home Page 
• Ability to configure the Conduct Summary 

widget by class. 
• Introduction of the Admissions Summary 

widget, which informs you of the number of 
applications made by status and (if 
required) a comparison. 

 

http://simspublications.com/747571/index.html
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SIMS Communications 
• Independent and International schools will 

benefit from a bespoke Documentation 
Centre and What’s New page to 
communicate the changes most relevant to 
them. 

SIMS Teacher app 
iOS updates: 
• Attendance comments, providing the ability 

for teachers to add comments at 
registration directly into the Teacher app 
and view attendance comments that have 
been recorded directly in SIMS. 

• User interface improvements, including 
updates to the registration screen and 
easier navigation. 

• Seven day timetable support. 

Statutory 
Includes the functionality to produce the 
following returns: 
• CBDS Spring 2016 
• Course Manager Spring 2016 
• School Census Summer 2016 
• Attendance Collection 2016 
• CTF 15 Spring 2016. 

Technical – SOLUS2 
• For schools in the Maintained sector, the 

SIMS 2016 Spring Release will be the last 
supported release for SOLUS2. You are 
advised to upgrade to SOLUS3. 
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Quick Reference - Summer 2016

Please note that Agora, the Teacher app and SIMS Activities do not form part of the SIMS 2016 Summer 
Release; these products are released separately. 
For information relating to technical updates, please refer to the Technical Roadmap on the SIMS 
Documentation Centre. 

Assessment 
• New result sets added to the Mapping Tool 

to support KS4 resources. 

Examinations Organiser 
• Clearer indication as to which Performance 

Measure file has been imported. 
• Improvements to Performance Indicator 

reporting. 
• Exam-specific data displayed in the SIMS 

student record. 
• Export Exam and Assessment data to Excel 

from Student Links. 

FMS/Resources 
• CFR 2015/2016 edit utility. 
• FMS/Agora updates: 

• Handle surcharges. 
• Improve journal narratives. 
• Improve journal consolidation. 

• Aged Creditor report: 
• New reporting engine. 
• Ability to run to a financial year. 

SIMS Activities 
• Updates to the way occurrences work. 
• Demo site for LAs. 

SIMS InTouch 
• Further work on Spam compliance. 
• New blocked email routine. 
• Alert schools when recipient email is 

incorrect. 

SIMS Agora 
• Agora Client rewrite to integrate with SIMS 

Service Manager meaning a simple install 
via SSM. 

• Further refinement of FMS and Agora 
integration. 

SIMS Core – Home Page/Student Teacher 
View 
• Contextualise the SIMS Home Page to 

specific roles. 

SIMS Core – General 
• Updates to the Web Address Validation 

Service. 
• Update to the reason for leaving codes and 

categories. 
• Updates to meet CBDS requirements. 

Statutory 
Includes the functionality to produce the 
following returns: 
• CTF 2016. 
• School Census Autumn 2016 (Maintained 

schools and Academies in England). 
• School Workforce Census 2016 (Maintained 

schools and Academies in England). 
• Post 16 Return 2016 (Maintained schools in 

Wales). 
We will also adjust other parts of SIMS to 
provide the data required for statutory returns 
and other statutory purposes, e.g. CBDS. The 
list of changes includes: 
• Pupil details.. 
• Personnel details. 
• Maintain Course. 
• Post 16 Programme of Study (England). 
• Prior Attainment (England). 
• Post 16 Programme of Study (Wales). 
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SIMS Teacher app 
iOS updates: 
• Updated installation process, providing a 

simpler, more streamlined installation and 
setup process for the Teacher app. 

Windows/Android updates: 
• Offline access, enabling user access to the 

Teacher app where no internet connection is 
available, with the ability to select which 
staff can have access in offline mode. 
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Quick Reference - Autumn 2016

More deliverables will be added as we finalise plans for Autumn 2016. 
Please note that Agora, the Teacher app and SIMS Activities do not form part of the SIMS 2016 Autumn 
Release; these products are released separately. 
For information relating to technical updates, please refer to the Technical Roadmap on the SIMS 
Documentation Centre. 

Assessment 
• Ability to adapt the default Programme of 

Study gradeset. 
• Enhancements based on change requests. 

Examinations Organiser 
• Changes to Performance Indicator reporting 

to cater for new GCSE 9 to 1 grades. 
• Add flexibility to the key performance 

measures file to cater for exams without 
QANs, e.g. iGCSEs. 

FMS/Resources 
• Development of Charge Card functionality. 

It is anticipated that this will be developed 
over two releases. 

• We will engage with customers and use the 
feedback to develop a new Transaction 
report. 

SIMS Core – Home Page/Student Teacher 
View 
• Add a new panel for Key Pupil Indicators. 
• Continue to review other panels and 

information on the Student Teacher View. 

SIMS Core – General 
• The changes to Core will be based on 

statutory requirements and change 
requests. 

Statutory 
Includes the functionality to produce the 
following returns: 
• School Census Spring 2017 (Maintained 

schools and Academies in England). 
• PLASC 2017 (Maintained schools in Wales). 

• SLASC 2017 (Independent schools in 
England). 

• ISC Census 2017 (Independent schools). 
• CES Census 2017 (Catholic schools in 

England and Wales). 

We may also adjust other parts of SIMS to 
provide the data required for statutory returns 
and other statutory purposes, e.g. CBDS. The 
list of changes includes: 
• Pupil details. 
• Personnel details. 
• Maintain Course. 
• Post 16 Programme of Study (England). 
• Prior Attainment (England). 
• Post 16 Programme of Study (Wales). 

SIMS Activities 
• Chosen name rather than legal name. 
• What’s New tutorial. 

SIMS Learning Gateway (SLG) 
Enhancements that will facilitate greater 
parental engagement, which will include: 
• Improved identification management. 
• Improved user experience, including 

interface changes. 
• Further enhancements to the Parental 

Engagement solution, with a particular 
focus on the pupil/student experience. 
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SIMS Teacher app 
iOS updates: 
• Provide the ability to set and manage 

homework. 
• SIMS Dinner Money registers integration so 

that school staff can update the dinner 
register from within the Teacher app. 

Windows updates: 
• Attendance comments, providing the ability 

for teachers to add comments at 
registration directly into the Teacher app. 

• Support staff access, providing access to the 
Teacher app for any member of school staff 
listed in the school’s SIMS system. 

 

Android updates: 
• Updates subject to confirmation. 
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Quick Reference – Spring 2017

More deliverables will be added as we finalise plans for Spring 2017. 
Please note that Agora, the Teacher app and SIMS Activities do not form part of the SIMS 2017 Spring 
Release; these products are released separately. 
For information relating to technical updates, please refer to the Technical Roadmap on the SIMS 
Documentation Centre. 

Assessment 
• England statutory reporting updates. 
• Northern Ireland statutory updates. 
• Wales statutory updates. 
• Enhancements based on change requests. 

FMS/Resources 
• CFR 2016/2017. 
• National Insurance 2017/2018. 
• Section 16 VAT report 2016/2017. 

Interventions 
• First release of SIMS Interventions, which 

will be built into the SIMS Core suite. 
Features will include: 
• Recording of interventions. 
• Assigning pupil/students. 
• Recording targets and outcomes. 
• Built in reports. 

SIMS Core – General 
• The changes to Core will be based on 

statutory requirements and change 
requests. 

SIMS Activities 
• Further enhancements to SIMS Activities 

with a particular focus on the pupil/student 
experience 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that this is our expected roadmap, and this could be subject to change. 

For up-to-date SIMS news, please visit My Account (https://myaccount.capita-cs.co.uk). 

https://myaccount.capita-cs.co.uk/
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